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The Metres of Bhartrihari. — By Louis H. Gbay, Columbia 
University, New York, N. T. 

The object of the present paper is simply to record the main 
•data concerning the metres of the stanzas that bear the name of 
Bhartrihari. The three centuries ascribed to him contain about 
326 stanzas on Ethics, Love, and Renunciation. Although the 
number of stanzas varies considerably according to the different 
manuscripts and editions, I venture to think that the ratios here 
presented will give an approximately correct idea of the metrical 
usage in the collection under consideration. 1 

Classes of Metres in Bhartrihari. — The metres employed by 
Bhartrihari in his three centuries number twenty-four. They fall 
into two classes, Vrtta and Jati. Of the Vrtta, which is the older 
form, there are nineteen varieties in Bhartrihari; of the Jati there 
are five. There are three subdivisions of the Vrtta: Samavrtta, 
in which all quarter-verses are the same ; Ardhasamavrtta, in 
which the alternate quarter-verses have the same scheme ; Visama- 
vrtta, in which no two quarter-verses correspond. Of the nineteen 
Vrttd's of Bhartrihari, fourteen fall under the Samavrtta, one 
under the Ardhasamavrtta, and four under the Visamavrtta. 

Verse-arrangement. — It may be noted that no uniformity in the 
division of lines of text is found either in the Indian editions of 
Bhartrihari or in Bohtlingk's Indische SpriXche. A very few 
examples will show this. Thus, in the Qalirii we have two distichs 
written in the Bombay edition at i. 48, but at i. 69 ; ii. 24, only one. 
In the Malirii, at i. 17, Bohtlingk (No. 227) has one distich, but at 
i. 79 he writes two (No. 4691). In the Drutavilambita, Boht- 
lingk (Nos. 3, 2060) has one distich for i. 52 ; 91, but (Nos. 6147 
7163, 4680) he writes two for i. 63 ; 92 ; ii. 30 (in both the latter 
cases the native text is uniform with two and one distichs respect- 

1 It is a pleasure as well as a duty to acknowledge my indebtedness to 
Weber, Metrik der Inder, and to Bohtlingk, Indische Spruche. The 
edition of Bhartrihari's Qatakatrayam which has been the basis of my 
study is that published by the Nirnaya Sagara Press at Bombay in 1888, 
which contains also the commentary of Mahabala Krsnagastri. For the 
sake of brevity I cite the Niticataka as i ; the (Jrfigaracataka as ii ; the 
Vairagyacataka as iii. 
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ively). Finally, in the Vasantatilaka, over against thirty-one 
cases of two distichs we find three single ones at i. 40 ; ii. 1 ; 60, 
for which Bohtlingk in two cases writes one distich (Nos. 2533, 
6237) and once has two (Ho. 6408). 

Two points with regard to the Anustubh and the Arya deserve 
special mention. From the thirty-seven occurrences of the Anu- 
stubh in Bhartrihari we derive the following scheme : 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

XXXXO-U — 
XXXXu-O- 

Syllable 5 is long in ab only in ii. 58 and 79, and in ed only in 
ii. 81. Syllables 6 and 7 are always long in ab except at i. 24 
and ii. 76 ; in ed they are long without exception. 

We should also note that both lines of i. 104 have the same 
metrical scheme, and that the first line of iii. 70 has the same 
scheme as that of ii. 61. 

With regard to the Arya metre it is to be stated that in all of 
its twelve occurrences the ninth syllable of pddas b and d is 
invariably short. This is true likewise in the cases of the Glti 
and Pathya, which occur but once each. 

To sum up the results, we find that of the twenty-four metres 
employed in the collection, sixteen occur in the Nltipataka. The 
Qrfigarapataka contains seven metres not found in the Nlti- 
pataka, viz., Upaeitra, Glti, Dodhaka, Pathya, Puspitagra, 
Rathoddhata, and Vaitaliya. The only metre of the Vairagya- 
pataha which does not occur in the other two centuries is the 
Indravanpa. In no case in the entire collection is there any 
violation of metrical laws. 

The appended statistical table will give most concisely the chief 
results of this note on Bhartrihari's metrical usage. 
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Statistical Table of the Metres of Bhabtbihari. 



Name. 



A. Vrtta 

a. Samavrtta 

1. Cardulavikridita 

2. Qikharit}i ...'. 

3. Vasantatildka 

4. Sragdhara 

5. Malini 

6. Mandakranta 

7. Harini 

8. Drutavilambita . . 

9. Prithvi 

10. Varigastha 

11. Rathoddhata 

12. Calinl _ 

13. Indravangd 

14. Dodhaka _ 

b. Ardhasamavrtta. 
1. Puspitagra 

c. Visamavrtta 

1. Anusfubh 

2. Indravajra 

3. Upendravajrd 

4. Vpajdti 

B. Jdti 

1. Aryd 

2. am 

3. Pathyd 

4. Upacitra 

5. Vaitaliya 
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